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Do you have a good research idea – but need some 
support and some thinking time to make it happen? 
 
Supported practitioner-led research projects:  
October 2016 – July 2017 

 
 Would you like the opportunity to carry out some action research to improve your own and 

colleagues’ professional or organisational practice? 
 Would you like to receive professional support in order to help you achieve this?  

 
The Education and Training Foundation is pleased to demonstrate its commitment to supporting 
practitioner-led research in our sector by offering opportunities, for another year, to practitioners 
wishing to undertake a supported practitioner-research project.   
 
The practitioner research support programme is delivered in partnership with the University of 
Sunderland Centre for Excellence in Teacher Training (SUNCETT). 
 
Our approach builds on the significant work in recent years in our sector to champion and design good 
models of research by practitioners for the purposes of improvement, innovation, and the development 
of professional practice.  The programme also reflects the commitment to reflection, enquiry and 
evidence based practice as outlined in the new Professional Standards for Teachers and Trainers in our 
sector. 1 
 
How many times have you or a colleague come across a good educational idea only to find that it was 
really difficult to put it into practice? It might be because it was an idea that looked great on paper but 
turned out to be lacking in substance; or that it was not supported by robust educational research; or 
that it was too theoretical or simply devoid of educational theory and research altogether! On the other 
hand, the problem might have been because you felt isolated in trying to put the idea into practice or 
that you felt someone else’s new idea was considered to be ‘the best in town’ and was being forced upon 
you.  
 
The practitioner research support programme recognises the realities and complexities of the above 
issues. It works alongside practitioners, in ways which reflect the values of Further Adult and Vocational 
Education (FAVE) and supports the principles of good educational research in practice.  
 

                                            
1 http://www.et-foundation.co.uk/supporting/support-practitioners/professional-standards-review/  
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These opportunities are aimed at any type of provider and any type of role in the education and training 
sector. We are committed to ensuring, as far as possible, that all types of provision and 
practitioners/roles are reflected in the applications we receive.   
 
There are two types of opportunity: 
 

1. The Foundation’s Research Development Fellowship (RDF) programme. This practitioner-
research support programme has been running successfully since 2009. In summary, successful 
applicants will: 
- attend three residential research development events, each of three days duration;  
- be allocated a research mentor to support them between  and beyond residential events;  
- receive a small ETF bursary of £1,500 (payable to their employing organisation); 
- be eligible for MA credits from the University of Sunderland; 
- have the opportunity to present their work at the Foundation’s Annual Research Conference.   
 
Any successful applicants who are not already members of SET will be given a year’s free 
membership during their participation in the RDF programme. 
 

2. The Exploratory Research in Maths and English programme specifically for maths and 
English projects.  These opportunities are intended for practitioners who would like the 
opportunity to research and develop an aspect of practice focused on the teaching of maths and 
English.   
In summary, successful applicants will: 
- attend two residential research development events, each of 1.5 days duration; 
- be allocated a research mentor to support them outside of the residential events; 
- receive a small ETF bursary of £1,000 (payable to their employing organisation); 
- have the opportunity to present their work at the Foundation’s Annual Research Conference.  
 
Any successful applicants who are not already members of SET will be given a year’s free 
membership during their participation in the Exploratory Research programme. 

 
All the residential events will take place in Sunderland. 
 
Both programmes will ensure that successful applicants are provided with the support they need to 
complete the research and implement change and educational improvement arising from the findings of 
their research. 
 
Both programmes will accept applications from any region of England, any type of SFA funded provider 
and any type of practitioner role.   
 
Please read the following information about each strand in order to decide which one to apply for. 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT APPLICATIONS FOR SUPPORT FROM BOTH STRANDS 

CANNOT BE ACCEPTED BY THE FOUNDATION. 
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1) Research Development Fellowship (RDF) Programme 

The RDF programme will be based around three residential research development workshops which will 
take place on:  

Residential 1: Wednesday 2nd to Friday 4th November 2016  
The programme will begin with a three-day Fellowship Induction Residential where Fellows will work 
together with the SUNCETT team to refine and develop their research proposals, develop a research 
plan and identify potential links and possible synergies between the Fellowship projects.   

Residential 2: Wednesday 1st to Friday 3rd March 2017  
The second, interim three-day Residential will help Fellows analyse and interpret preliminary findings 
and to support them as they begin to write up and prepare research outcomes.   

Residential 3: Wednesday 24th to Friday 26th May 2017 
The final three-day Residential will enable Fellows to share their research outcomes and ensure that 
these can be successfully translated into practical messages which make sense to other practitioners 
working in other classrooms and contexts.  It will also help Fellows to prepare to present their work at 
the Foundation’s research conference in early July 2017(exact date to be confirmed shortly). 
 
These three residential events will take place in SUNDERLAND. 
 
Between each of the residential events, practitioners will pursue their research in collaboration with 
colleagues in their own institutions and will be guided and supported through regular contact with a 
critical friend and research mentor from the SUNCETT team.  Successful applicants will be expected to 
conduct their research studies with support from a manager and (if possible) a mentor from within their 
own organisation.   
 
The cost of the two nights’ accommodation and meals for each of the three residential events is paid by 
the Foundation.   
 
Successful applicants will receive also receive an ETF bursary of £1,500 each (made payable to their 
employing organisation).  This is intended to cover the travel and staff-cover costs of attending the 
residential events, and any costs associated with conducting their research projects.   
 
Fellows are required to produce a research report and a research poster; they are also encouraged to 
present their project at the Foundation’s research conference.   
 
Other outputs that demonstrate the impact of the action research on new approaches, such as case 
studies, video diaries and teaching and learning resources, will also be welcome and will be disseminated 
via the Excellence Gateway and other of the Foundation’s communication channels. 
 
Outcomes of the RDF programme can be recognised and accredited up to Masters Level by the 
University of Sunderland.  
 
The Foundation will consider any research theme in applications, as long as it has clearly been identified 
by the applicant(s) as an area of improvement and is reflected in their organisation’s improvement plan.  
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However, The Foundation has itself identified some priority areas, and for which it would particularly 
welcome applications: 

1. Working with employers to develop vocational education and training, and especially Higher 
Level VET 

2. Developing learners’ English and mathematics abilities 
3. Designing holistic learning programmes 
4. Assessment for learning 
5. Embedding equality and celebrating diversity in education and training 
6. Effective teaching methods; such as active, collaborative learning 
7. Using new technologies and online learning approaches 

 
Joint applications can be made: 
 
Applications may be from individual practitioners or from co-applicants who are a pair of practitioners 
who wish to work together on the same project.   Co-applicants may be from the same institution or 
from two different institutions, for example a supported provider may wish to work with their lead 
provider.  Paired applications that involve a manager and a practitioner working together to bring about 
institutional change will be particularly welcomed. 
 
 

2) Exploratory Research in Maths and English programme 

The Exploratory maths and English programme will be based around two residential research 
development workshops which will take place on:  

Residential 1: Thursday 24th to Friday 25th November 2016 
The first residential research development event will enable participants to refine their research ideas 
and help them identify ways of capturing impact of change.  

Residential 2: Thursday 11th to Friday 12th May 2017  
The second residential event will enable practitioners to present their preliminary research findings, 
review impact data and plan for ways of implementing and sustaining changes and educational 
improvements in their organisations.   
 
These two residential events will take place in SUNDERLAND. 

The Foundation is committed to supporting practitioners to confidently teach maths and English, both 
as separate subjects and also as an essential part of vocational teaching. In our support for maths and 
English teaching we address both personal skills in maths and English as well as teaching approaches. 

This practitioner research programme is part of our broader programme of support for maths and 
English teaching - more information can be found here:  
http://www.et-foundation.co.uk/our-priorities/professional-standards/maths-english/   

The aim of this research programme is to support practitioners themselves to develop innovative and 
creative approaches to delivering maths and English that are grounded in educational theory and 
research, and lead to increased learner motivation, achievement and progression. 
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Participants will be expected to: 
 conduct their research studies with support from a manager and (if possible) a mentor from 

within their own organisation; 
 keep records of activity, provide progress reports;  
 submit a research poster at the end of their project; 
 generate outputs from their projects that demonstrate the impact of their research upon new 

approaches to teaching, learning and assessment using a variety of media, including research 
reports, research conference papers and presentations. workshops case studies and video diaries, 
as well as curriculum materials and teaching and learning resources.   

The Foundation will consider any research theme related to maths and English delivery in applications, 
as long as it has clearly been identified by the applicant(s) as an area of improvement and is reflected in 
their organisation’s improvement plan.   

However, The Foundation will particularly welcome projects that seek to improve practice in SEND 
provision. 

Participants will have the opportunity to disseminate their project materials via the Excellence Gateway 
and the Foundation’s other communication channels.   They will also have the opportunity to present 
their project and /or research poster at the Foundation’s Annual Research Conference in July 2017 
(exact date to be confirmed shortly). 

 
In addition to their manager/mentor from within their own institution, participants will be allocated a 
critical friend and research mentor from the SUNCETT team to work with them throughout the project.  
 
Joint applications can be made: 
 
Applications may be from individual practitioners or from co-applicants who are a pair of practitioners 
who wish to work together on the same project.   Co-applicants may be from the same institution or 
from two different institutions, for example a supported provider may wish to work with their lead 
provider.  Paired applications that involve a manager and a practitioner working together to bring about 
institutional change will be particularly welcomed. 
 

How to apply: 
 
To apply to either of the programmes, please complete the relevant application form: 
 

 Download the Research Development Fellowship application form  
 

 Download the Exploratory Research in Maths and English application form 
 
and return it by 5pm on MONDAY 3rd  OCTOBER 2016 to Andrew Buglass 
andrew.buglass@sunderland.ac.uk     
  

http://www.et-foundation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/RDF-Application-Form-19-07-16.docx
http://www.et-foundation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Exploratory-maths-and-English-Application-Form-19-07-16.docx
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What happens after you submit your application? 
 
The process of reviewing applications and offering places on the programme happens swiftly after the 
closing date, in the first couple of weeks of October, and all applicants will know the outcome of their 
application by Friday 12 October, according to the following timetable: 
 

- all applications will be initially assessed immediately after the closing date; 

- all applicants will be contacted by Friday 7th October to advise them whether or not they have 
been shortlisted;  

- all shortlisted applicants will then be invited to take part in a short telephone interview; 
these interviews will take place on Monday 10 and Tuesday 11 October; 

- all shortlisted applicants will be contacted on 12 October to let them know the final outcome 
of their application;  

- offer letters will then be sent to those whose application has been successful. 

 
 
If you have any queries please contact Andrew on the email address above. 


