
 

  

 

 

Centres for Excellence in Maths: Teaching for Mastery in FE Research Project 

Research Participant (teacher) Information 

The Centres for Excellence in Maths programme is a national government-funded programme 

that aims to improve outcomes in mathematics for students working towards GCSE resits in 

the post-16 Further Education (FE) sector. From September 2021, this will include an 

extensive research programme involving randomised controlled trials across the country of 

approaches to teaching for Mastery in FE colleges.  

Teachers who participate in the research during 2021/22 will be randomly assigned to one of 

three groups: 

Group 1. Teachers will aim to develop their expertise in teaching for Mastery in FE. They 

will be expected to do this by considering teaching for Mastery approaches exemplified by 

a set of sample lessons that they will teach to all their GCSE groups. They will attend two 

initial training events online, two further professional development events and take part in 

five cluster meetings with teachers from other colleges. 

Group 2. Teachers will aim to develop their expertise in teaching for Mastery in FE will use 

the same set of sample lessons as Group 1 which they will teach to all their GCSE groups. 

They will attend one initial training event online and one further professional development 

event. They will not participate in cluster meetings or any training related to these. 

Group 3. Teachers will be part of the control group and teach as normal. They will be able 

to access other CfEM professional development events and resources but not those 

specifically for teachers in Groups 1 and 2 of the Teaching for Mastery research project. 

The research team will investigate the effectiveness of the approach by gathering some data 
from you and your students. This will involve you being asked to complete a number of brief 
surveys during the year. 

There is the possibility that your college will be selected as a case study college. In this case 
a researcher(s) may visit, and you may be asked to be interviewed and potentially observed 
teaching and taking part in other meetings. 

The research team would very much appreciate your willingness to take part in the research. 
It has the potential to assist generations to come to experience better teaching in mathematics. 

 

Data Protection 

In addition to this information sheet you will receive a research participant privacy notice which 
sets out the legal basis on which we at the University of Nottingham are collecting and 
processing data. This notice sets out how we will ensure your data is protected at all stages 
of the research through to its processing and further informs you of your right to withdraw at 
any time. Throughout the research your data will only be held on secure computer servers and 
whenever your data is transferred it will be done so using secure and encrypted transfer 
methods.  

If you wish to withdraw from participating in the research, you may do so at any point until the 
final data is collected (31st October 2022) by contacting me in the first instance. Please see 



 

  

 

 

my contact detail in the participant privacy notice. Your data collected to that point will then be 
destroyed and no further data collected relating to you. 

We do hope, however, that you are happy to participate given the potential that the research 
has to inform us how to improve teaching of maths. 

 

Ethical issues 

The research team will at all stages of their work ensure that this follows the British Educational 
Research Association [BERA] (2018) Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research and the 
project will be run in accordance with the UoN Code of Research Conduct and Research 
Ethics version 6a (updated 2019). The research programme has permission from the 
appropriate ethics committee of the University of Nottingham. Importantly we will ensure your 
anonymity at all stages and no survey or GCSE outcomes will be identifiable as belonging to 
you personally. In the case of any use of video for any purposes additional permissions will 
be sought from you. 

If you require further information about the University of Nottingham Code of Research Conduct 
and Research Ethics, or if at any stage you have any concerns or complaints in relation to how 
you are being treated by the research process, please contact the Research Ethics Coordinator 
of the School of Education, University of Nottingham at  
educationresearchethics@nottingham.ac.uk  
  
If you would like any further information about the work of the CfEM programme in general or 
of the research programme in more detail please contact Kanchana Minson, the University of 
Nottingham CfEM project manager: cfemadmin@nottingham.ac.uk. 

 

 

 

 

Professor Geoff Wake 

Director CfEM National Trials 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/educationstudentintranet/resources/code-conduct-ethics.pdf
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/educationstudentintranet/resources/code-conduct-ethics.pdf
mailto:educationresearchethics@nottingham.ac.uk
mailto:cfemadmin@nottingham.ac.uk

