February 2015
Helping you in practice: News from the Foundation

An update from David Russell, Chief Executive
The teachers and trainers I speak to are committed, reflective, enquiring practitioners, working hard to
maintain high standards. They are also busy. Adapting their style of delivery according to learner needs
and expectation, working in all sorts of diverse locations, handling unexpected demands and the odd
student crisis, providing staff cover, using new systems.
That is why when we commission resources we mix up a combination of face to face, online, and
reflective tools. We want you to be able to dip into these so that they support your CPD in the right way
for your own workforce strategy. The Professional Standards underpin all of this and act as a constant
reference (or starting) point to support staff development.
I hope you like the slightly new look to our newsletter this month, which outlines the latest ways we
are here to help you in practice. We always welcome your feedback which you can send to us at
enquiries@etfoundation.co.uk.
David Russell,
Chief Executive Officer

1500 places available to enhance
vocational maths skills
Over 200 teachers and trainers have already participated in
the first wave of free maths workshops aimed particularly at
those teaching maths and numeracy within vocational areas
in the FE and training sector.
The CPD workshops, are running across the country until
July, and 1500 free places are available.

Read More

Free webinars and resources for
embedding learning technology
A range of free CPD modules to support the use of learning
technologies is now available.
Each module contains an expert input delivered via a live
webinar, a series of online resources and tools, plus a CPD
activity to help users apply the new skills and knowledge to
their own organisation.

Read More

National Apprenticeship Week 9 to 13
March: supporting the assessors and
trainers
We will be bringing you news of new resources for anyone
involved in the teaching and delivery of Apprenticeships.
Throughout the week we will be using facts and statistics
about apprenticeships to bring the week alive and hopefully
do a bit of myth-busting along the way.

Read More

More from the Excellence Gateway
on offender learning
Toolkits for leaders and managers and practitioners, useful
resources to help you in your work, details of forthcoming
events run by the Foundation and partner organisations,
together with news from the offender learning workforce –
these are just some of things you’ll find in the new exhibition
site dedicated to those working in offender learning – all part
of the revamped Excellence Gateway.
Please share any news you have in this area with
leadership@etfoundation.co.uk which we can share in
future updates.

Visit the Offender Learning site

February Highlights
Launch of WorldSkills
UK Skills Competition 2015
WorldSkills UK Skills Competitions are open for entry until 20
March 2015. Enter your apprentice or learner and they could
be crowned the UK Champion at this year’s The Skills Show.
For those that excel in Competitions that are part of
WorldSkills, there may also be the opportunity to be selected
for Squad UK for WorldSkills Abu Dhabi 2017.
Help competitors prepare for the Competitions by
downloading our Competitor Toolkit and hear from past
competitors on how competing has helped shape their
careers.

Enter WorldSkills UK Competitions

VQ Day 2015: have you nominated yet?
VQ Day on 10th June 2015 aims to raise the status of
technical, practical and vocational learning and celebrate
vocational achievement. This year, VQ Day will engage with
hundreds of learners via a number of events across the UK.
These will be delivered in conjunction with partners from
across the vocational education community to showcase best
practice.
At the heart of VQ Day are the students, teachers and
employers who take, support and promote vocational
qualifications, and who are celebrated through the VQ
Awards. This year, The Education and Training Foundation is
sponsoring the VQ Teacher of the Year Award. Entries are
now open and it’s a great chance to recognise vocational
excellence and celebrate success.
Find out more about this and the other Awards here.

