March 2015
News from the Foundation

An update from David Russell, Chief Executive
Everyone knows – or thinks they know – what a GCSE in maths or English stands for. But other qualifications exist too, and are increasingly common post-16. Today we have published our review, ‘Making
maths and English work for all’, which details the findings from our work to look at this.
We have spoken to 1,400 people since the start of the year. We set out to discover what employers
recognised and rated in maths and English qualifications. We found, unsurprisingly, that it is something
people really want to talk about. Employers care about the quality of maths and English skills people
have, not just the qualification. They told us about the type of knowledge and skills which hold real
currency and support the success of their businesses. Nearly half of the employers we surveyed told us
they recognised Functional Skills, and most of those who did so valued them for their content and
approach.
Thank you to everyone who supported and contributed to this review.
Read the report on our website
David Russell,

Getting more women into technology
Currently women represent under 30% of the IT workforce,
the Foundation is working with Coralesce to develop a
programme of support for education and training providers
to increase the number of women leading and working in IT
within the sector.
You can find resources and details of events including ‘tech
parties’ at techwomenuk to help you with this important
area of work.

Visit the tech women uk website

The Centre for Vocational
Education Research
On Tuesday 24 March, the new Centre for Vocational
Education Research (CVER) was launched. The Education
and Training Foundation looks forward to working with
CVER. We have distinct but supportive roles. Improving the
country’s VET system and putting employers at its heart
was one of our founding priorities. As the Commission on
Adult Vocational Teaching and Learning identified, there
are examples of excellent VET across all sectors of the
economy.
What we must do is to ensure that excellence is consistent,
for all learners and employers. We are committed to working with researchers at the new centre to supplement the
government data sets in order to enrich the data available
across the VET system.”

Read more

Free support for Maths CPD
There is still time to benefit from the free support offered as
part of our Maths Pipeline. Workshops are running till July
2015 across the country. Open to all teachers and trainers
from the FE and skills sector, these day-long CPD sessions
support anyone teaching maths up to Level 2 within GCSE
and across many vocational subjects from construction to
hairdressing. These are vital sessions to enhance your
maths knowledge and confidence and give you practical
teaching approaches.

Find a course and book now

Professional Development Leads wanted
To support the success of the Maths Pipeline, the National
Centre for Excellence in Teaching Mathematics (NCETM)
is looking to recruit more Professional Development Leads
who can deliver face-to-face CPD sessions.
If you are already involved in providing maths CPD in the
FE and skills sector then apply now to join the team.

Visit the NCETM website

Supporting dual professionalism in
Maths Teaching
A new Maths Self-Evaluation Tool has been developed by
the National Centre for Excellence in Teaching
Mathematics (NCETM), on behalf of the Foundation, to
help all teachers of maths develop their dual
professionalism. It is a simple tool to evaluate personal
maths skills and teaching approaches. This can help both
maths teachers and vocational teachers identify areas for
continuing professional development.

Visit the NCETM website

March Highlights

Reflections from an Expert Panel
member
Following our last Expert Panel meeting, Ann Walker, a
Director at the Workers Education Association (WEA), was
inspired to blog about how we are doing. Ann sits on the
panel for Professional Standards and Workforce
Development, and helps to raise awareness of what we do
amongst the voluntary and adult education workforce.

Read Ann’s blog

March Highlights

The Skills Show - 2015 and 2016
Find a Future are pleased to announce the dates for The
Skills Show in 2015 (19 to 21 November) and in 2016 (17
to 19 November). The NEC Birmingham will host the
nation’s largest skills and careers event. If you interested in
becoming a sponsor or being an exhibitor at The Skills
Show in 2015 you can watch a video about being involved
or contact the team to find out more on 020 3740 8232 or
sponsor@theskillsshow.com

Read Ann’s blog

