
 

ETF EdTech Mentor – FAQs 

This document provides additional information to that presented in the guide, website 

and MS Form application.  

 

Eligibility and application 

Q: Can all Further Education providers access the grants? 

A: Any organisation that is in direct receipt of ESFA funding is eligible to receive a 

grant of up to £1,000 for each mentor who is offered a place on ETF’s EdTech 

Mentor programme.   

In addition to this: 

− Your organisation must have been allocated a UKPRN number. You will be 
asked to provide the UKPRN number during the application stage.  

− Your organisation is located in England and offers training in England. 

− The primary role of the mentor/s attending the programme is to deliver 
publicly funded provision, and they hold a permanent, full-time position or 
part-time position at or over 0.5 FTE contract. 

The number of grants available is 82. 

Q: I want to be a mentor but do not work for a Further Education provider. Am I 

eligible for the EdTech Mentor programme?  

A: You must be working for an organisation that is in direct receipt of ESFA funding 

and meets all of the eligibility criteria in order to be eligible to apply for these 

programmes. 

Q: Who is eligible to apply? 

A: You must be an existing mentor/coach with experience of supporting practitioners 

to develop their EdTech skills.  

The programme is aimed at teachers who mentor colleagues around their use of 

EdTech, rather than managers. The grants are intended to provide remission from 

teaching timetables to free these teachers to undertake self-directed professional 

development and additional mentoring hours. 



Q: What if my employer won’t support my application?  

A: You must have support from your organisation to be eligible to apply for this 

programme. 

Q: Who needs to complete my application? 

A: You will need support from your line manager, or a member of the senior 

management team and you will need to request they complete your application on 

MS Forms. It is critical that you are authorised and supported to participant in the 

EdTech Mentor programme. The person completing the application needs to be the 

person responsible for managing the grant (a manager or leader in the organisation) 

who will:  

− submit 2 progress reports and have 2 reporting calls, (one at the start and one 
at the end), with the ETF  

− monitor the progress against the action plan 

− track the spend of the grant and ensure the grant is being utilised 
appropriately. 

Q: I completed the EdTech Mentor programme in 2020-21, can I reapply for the 

same programme this year? 

A: No – 2020-21 participants cannot repeat the same programme. 

Q: How do I apply for this course?  

A: The grant lead from your organisation is required to complete the MS Form 
application.  

 

Grant funding 

Q: Can I participate in the EdTech Mentor programmes without a grant? 

A: No, only practitioners whose employer is in receipt of the grant will be able to 

participate in these programmes.   

Q: What is the maximum number of grants available per Further Education 

provider? 

A: Each provider can apply for a maximum of 2 grants, totalling up to £2,000.   

Q: What does this grant cover?  

A: Organisations will be eligible for a grant of up to £1,000 to cover the cost of 

remission from teaching and other permitted costs, including:  

1. The cost of reducing the mentors’ teaching timetable so they can: 
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a. Undertake self-directed professional development in EdTech coaching 
and mentoring  

b. Attend external events about the latest developments in online/blended 
delivery 

c. Enable colleagues that the mentor is supporting to attend group 
sessions/workshops or meetings on how to enhance online/blended 
delivery 

d. Produce videos and other accessible resources to share with and 
support colleagues with online/blended delivery. 

2. The cost of reducing the mentors’ teaching timetable so they are able 
to conduct additional mentoring/coaching of colleagues in EdTech; 

3. The cost of reducing mentees’ teaching timetables so they can meet with their 
mentor on a regular basis;  

4. Other appropriate costs as agreed with ETF and the DfE. 

Q: Can an EdTech Mentor be responsible for managing the grant? 

A: No, an EdTech Mentor may not be the main contact when managing the grant, 

this needs to be an impartial role, who reports on the way the grant is spent. If this is 

unavoidable, please contact mentoringETF@etfoundation.co.uk  

Q: Who should be responsible for managing the grant?  

A: A manager or leader in the organisation who will have reporting calls with the ETF 

to check the progress against the action plans and the grant is being utilised 

appropriately. 

Q: How will the grants be managed? 

A: The Education and Training Foundation (ETF) will allocate and manage the grants 

via a named grant lead within each Further Education provider. Each provider will 

demonstrate how the grant will be spent and this will then be monitored via 2 

reporting calls between the provider and ETF. 

Q: When will we receive payment for the grants? 

A: The grant will be paid in one instalment provided the relating milestones are met. 

The grant letter will include a grant claim document to be submitted between the 10th 

and 14th January 2022, with details of the milestones that need to be met in order to 

process the grant claim.  

Q: What happens if a participant doesn’t complete the programme? 

A: The grant will not be payable in full for participants who do not complete the 

programme. 
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Logistics 

Q: What commitment does the EdTech Mentor programme entail?  

A: The programme runs from September 2021 to January 2022. During that time, 

you will be expected to complete all short-term goals from your action plan. 

Q: Will I have to attend face-to-face sessions on this programme?  

A: You won’t have to attend face-to-face sessions. 

If you have any questions, please contact the ETF Mentoring team at 

mentoringETF@etfoundation.co.uk. 
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